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The t i d e  m i l l  a t  Poplar Grove i s  a two-story frame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  gable 
roof  b u i l t  on a  narrow mole which sepa ra t e s  a  small  lagoon o r  m i l l  pond 
from t h e  bay. The a c t i o n  of the  t i d e ,  caus ing  water  t o  flow between the  
lagoon and t h e b a y ,  turned the  l a r g e  m i l l  wheel a t  t h e  s i d e  of the bu i ld ing  
some of whose o r i g i n a l  mechanism su rv ives  on the  i n t e r i o r .  O u t  of  operat ior  
s i n c e  1912, the  m i l l  s tood i n  poor cond i t ion  u n t i l  a  r ecen t  thorough 
r e s t o r a t i o n .  The s l u i c e  o r  race  has been dammed up, and t h e  water  now 
flows from t h e  lagoon t o  t h e  bay through another  channel.  

The e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of  the  Poplar  Grove house, ac ross  t h e  lagoon, i s  a  
small  one and-a-half s t o r y  gambrel roof co t t age  which has been incorporated 
i n t o  t h e  p resen t  f i v e  s e c t i o n  house a s  a n  end wing. The c e n t r a l  po r t ion  
o f  t h e  house i s  a l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  temple-form bu i ld ing  f ronted  
by a  l a t e r  Ion ic  p o r t i c o .  

The b e a u t i f u l  s e t t i n g  of Poplar Grove, w i t h  i t s  broad lawns, l a rge  o ld  
t r e e s  and f i n e  view a c r o s s  Mobjack Bay, has changed l i t t l e  i n  the  p a s t  
century .  
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A t i d e  opera ted  m i l l  has e x i s t e d  a t  Poplar  Grove s i n c e  c o l o n i a l  t imes ;  
however t h e  p resen t  s t r u c t u r e  r ep laces  the  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  which was burned 
dur ing  the  C i v i l  War. I t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  co rn  was ground a t  t h e  Poplar 
Grove m i l l  f o r .  General Washington's t roops when they camped nearby. A t  
one time these  ingenious s t r u c t u r e s  were common throughout t h e  Chesapeake 
Bay region  bu t  the  Poplar  Grove m i l l  i s  the  only  such m i l l  remaining i n  
Vi rg in i a ,  and continued i n  ope ra t ion  u n t i l  1912. 

Across t h e  smal l  lagoon from the  m i l l  i s  the  Poplar  Grove house, res idence  
of the  m i l l e r s .  The e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of  t h i s  rambling s t r u c t u r e  was 
probably b u i l t  f o r  John P a t t e r s o n  before  the  Revolutionary War. The house 
de r ives  i t s  name from the  many poplar  t r e e s  which Pa t t e r son  p lanted .  
P a t t e r s o n ' s  granddaughter,  Captain S a l l y  Tompkins, t h e  famous woman 
Confederate o f f i c e r ,  was born a t  Poplar  Grove i n  1833. 

The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Poplar  Grove house was b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e -  
e igh teen th  cen tu ry  by Richard B i l lups ,  a  noted l o c a l  b u i l d e r  known f o r  
h i s  i nd iv idua l  s t y l e .  
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